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i( WESTERN WILDFIRES - BC UNDER FIRE
Nerm Barton, VETBZC
Water Bombers:
Kelowna's Floating Bridge.
Phaote: Varn, VETABK
Shortly after wa had deployed,
1|1 had to call the local radio
club Executive {Orchard City
ARC) to advise them 1o go
immediately to the well-
equipped club site on the
mountainside off Ghute Lake
Road near Kelowna (multiple
HF radios, VHF/UHF radios,
computers, towars and
antennas) to remaove the
equipment as quickly as
possible. The fire had turned
1| and was predicted to sweep
| through the area, and it did!
? - k s L e Ry w g r W Happily, the club equipment
: : — - : was removed and saved just
before the fire roared through,
THE 2003 OKANAGAN MOUNTAIN PARK FIRE  icaving total devastation in s
wake, Sa!andipitougly. four
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my involvement and the home area at Westbank, had beagun. %”5’ E,‘? EE: mtergangyrh d
involvement of the other about halfway between : : PERLCNS e ST A
Amateurs in the Central Peachland and Kelowna on | ! immediately telephoned my | held a messaging and logging
Okanagan during last Monday, August 18, as they | Alternales, Gord, VE7GFH,  seminar based upon our
; | ' y Carl, VETCLC and Ken, newly written communications
summers urban interface reluctantly left for Calgary, ; ; i
farest fire, known as the | worrying about our safety, with | YE7KEN, wha carried on with | plan and forms.
Okanagan Mountain Park us assuring them that we our EOC Callout List. | turned Nothing tests an Amateur
Wildfire 2003. There was very | would be fine. on my mobile 2-metre rig and | oo E o aney Plan better
near loss of life, close to 250 APRS tracker and left for the | 20 ooy Ii%a si[{mﬁun
homes lost, over 25,000 QOur son EI.|_:r1:|. VE1NF!E, from | Emergency Dperahm_’ss Centre nothing. The Central "
hectares of forest lost, along | Nova Scotia and family at the Main Fire Hall in Ukanag‘a n Reaicnal
with a Provincial Park, historic | Members from New Brunswick | Kelowna, announcing tha Eme gn antm el
train trestles, and tans of and other family members in | upcoming Emergency Met as | e EIJ_I m‘:—" IalioRal FlEca 1
millions of dollars in total cost, | Calgary had called to getan | drove. In less than half an Nk durinp the crisig The
Mast of us have maved an update on the fira’s proximity | hour, our Emergency Net was EOC Fire Ig:'olic:a Rinbl fains
and are doing our best not to | 10 US. The phone lines were operational on 148.680 and Forestry. Citv Officials and
dwell on it. In fact, starting to buzz with calls from | many on the Callout List had per sonrs':hl I-?eallh 22
reconstruction is taking place ?}'L:;’;“S:n“::sﬁ:;g? to already checked into the Net. Emergency Services
ata rapud rate. We are expresging doRAam fﬂr the Truthiully, much of the first ten | Personnel worked seamlessly
preparing for future disasters safety of family and friends in | 98yS was a blur, a time of high | together in an exiremely
by drawing on our Hap A | tension, quick decision- professional manner, using
experiences, retaining the d making, and long exhausting | the Incident Gommand
things that worked very well | The national media was hours, Thirty thousand people | System in all its operations.
and modifying procedures already reporting the fire were evacuated from their And we, the Amateur Radio
where greater efficiency can | sjjyation north of the homes, including some of our | Community, were there at the
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kilometres south of the City of | 8lert’ since August 6, in case = EIITIE E-.? et ?Béa scenarios, The local Amateur
Kelowna. Our daughter Lynn | Iney were needed in the North ::'59 EST& g 4‘“’:’“ called upon | Radio Community is included
and husband Cam from Okanagan. Lynn and Cam's | @ Provice Z.-1oL7 ' in them. Examples can be
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